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What is FamilySearch? 

 

FamilySearch International is the largest genealogy organization in the world. Millions of 

people use FamilySearch records, resources, and services to learn more about their family 

history. To help in this great pursuit, FamilySearch and its predecessors have been acti

gathering, preserving, and sharing genealogical records worldwide for over 100 years. 

FamilySearch is a nonprofit organization sponsored by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter

day Saints. Patrons may access FamilySearch services and resources free on

FamilySearch.org or through over 4,600 family history centers in 132 countries, including 

the renowned Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah

Quick History of FamilySearch

 

Here is a quick history of the beginnings of FamilySearch to the pr

in 1894 and was called the Genealogical Society of Utah

to the public. From a very early age as an organization, we have been leading the way with 

new approaches, techniques, initiatives and te

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1922, the Genealogical Society of Utah 

1938 we began using microfilm to preserve records and increase accessibility.  In 1963 our 
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collection had become so vast, that we built the Granite Mountain Record Vault which 

houses over 3 billion pages of family history records.  Preserving our records for future 

generations is a fundamental principle to us and our future initiatives. 

 

Focusing on access to the general public, we created the largest genealogical library, the 

Family History Library, in downtown Salt Lake City Utah.  The library is open to the public 

free of charge and houses millions of genealogical records from over 110 countr

addition, we have created over 4,600 family history centers that operate in more than 134 

countries.  Access is extremely important to us.

 

In 1998 the first digital images arrive

in continuing with our technological precedence, FamilySearch began to digitize its records 

and continues in that effort today.

  

In May of 1999, with the goal to increase accessibility of our records, the familysearch.org 

website was created. In 2004 the

online publication. In 2007 the

FamilySearch.org. 

  

With over 15 billion hits since its launch and over a million registered users

1000 record collections, familysearch.org is one of the top web resources for individuals 

searching for their ancestors.  Familysearch.org houses over 3 billion names, and 

FamilySearch continues to build resources and tools to aid individuals in fi

ancestors. 

 

FamilySearch Catalog 

 

The FamilySearch Catalog (formerly 

genealogical resources held by 

FamilySearch Centers, and selected partner libraries.

 

The FamilySearch Catalog has been made available via 

WorldCat is an online union catalog of over 2 billion titles at 72,000 libraries in 172 

countries and territories. Partnership with OCLC and also ArchiveGrid, which has a 

collection of nearly 2 million archival materials descriptions, provides worldwide access 

the FamilySearch Catalog, and t

the researcher’s home or area of study

unknown havens of historical/genealogical resources
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Partners in the Genealogical Community 

 

FamilySearch is leading the way in digitizing and providing access to billions of historical 

and genealogical records by collaborating with commercial family history companies and 

the online community. 

 

Ways of collaboration 

include accelerating indexing 

and new, joint acquisition 

projects. At the current 

indexing rate, it will take 200 

to 300 years (about eleven 

generations) to index and put 

online the 5.3 billion records 

FamilySearch has already 

preserved. Collaborating 

reduces the time to index 

current records to twenty to 

thirty years. 

 

Regarding joint acquisition projects, FamilySearch announced on February 4, 2014, a series 

of agreements with Ancestry.com, findmypast, and MyHeritage to accelerate the access. 

Working together, FamilySearch and its partners will bring billions of currently 

unsearchable and unavailable records to patrons, decades before these records would 

otherwise become available. 

 

Ancestry.com has posted 14 billion records, and has 6 billion persons in 60 million trees. It 

has advanced search capabilities and the Shaky Leaves feature. Findmypast has a 

particularly rich set of United Kingdom and Ireland records. It also has the 1841-1911 

censuses for England, Wales and Scotland, and the US Census. MyHeritage has some unique 

features such as Smart Matching and Facial recognition. This site is available in 40 

languages. They have 1.3 billion individuals are in their trees. 

  

Puzzilla and Billion Graves are two recent partners with FamilySearch. The Puzzilla.org 

Descendants Viewer lets you see hundreds of descendants of your ancestors from an aerial 

view, using compact symbols to reveal patterns of incomplete research. BillionGraves is a 

mobile app with a GPS feature where an individual can take tombstone images in 

cemeteries throughout the world and post them online. It has provided unique indexed 

records by matching directly to an individual’s FamilySearch record page to populate their 

family tree and confirm vital information about that individual. 

 

FamilySearch plans to involve many other interested organizations that will provide 

records, tools, and other resources to allow more people to build, preserve, and share their 

family trees online.  



FamilySearch Wiki 

 

Where is the 

FamilySearch Research 

Wiki? 

 

Click on the “Search” tab 

and then click on the 

“Wiki” link. 

 

The Wiki started with 

zero articles in 2008. By 

the end of 2009, almost 

20,000 research articles 

had been added by the 

volunteer contributors. In 2014 the FamilySearch Wiki surpassed 80,000 articles

a resource for anyone who wants to learn

 

The articles in the Wiki continue to improve each year. Volunteer editors 

research details, add or edit links to other websites, and share hints on to best use the 

records in the research process. 

a total of 1,879,514 edits since the FamilySearch Wiki was first set up.

 

Two years ago, the Wiki reached 

topped 530 million. The most frequently viewed International pages include Denmark, 

England, and Germany. People around the world are getting the research help they need 

from the thousands of 

research articles available in 

the FamilySearch Wiki.  

 

Search tips that will help you 

find the articles relevant to 

your research include: 

• Search for broad 

localities, then click 

on the links to smaller 

localities. 

• Use keywords not 

phrases in your 

search 

 

  

In 2014 the FamilySearch Wiki surpassed 80,000 articles

a resource for anyone who wants to learn more about their family history. 

The articles in the Wiki continue to improve each year. Volunteer editors update the 

research details, add or edit links to other websites, and share hints on to best use the 

records in the research process. On average, each article has been edited 11.96 times, with 

a total of 1,879,514 edits since the FamilySearch Wiki was first set up. 

Two years ago, the Wiki reached 110 million page views. In 2014, the total page views 

The most frequently viewed International pages include Denmark, 

England, and Germany. People around the world are getting the research help they need 

In 2014 the FamilySearch Wiki surpassed 80,000 articles, each one 

update the 

research details, add or edit links to other websites, and share hints on to best use the 

ach article has been edited 11.96 times, with 

110 million page views. In 2014, the total page views 

The most frequently viewed International pages include Denmark, 

England, and Germany. People around the world are getting the research help they need 



Community Trees 

 

Community Trees are genealogies from specific time periods and localities that have been 

linked according to family lineages. Many trees include associated documents and images. 

Each community tree is a searchable database that allows views of individuals, families, 

ancestors, and descendants and gives various options for printing.The size of the 

Community Tree may be small or very large.  

 

Currently the website for the Community Trees is: https://histfam.familysearch.org   

However, these genealogies will soon be found on the www.familysearch.org website.  

 

The scope of these collections could be focused on a particular record set and locality. Many 

of the current projects were produced by FamilySearch’s Reconstitution team and date 

back to the medieval times. Or the scope of partner projects may be a small, grass roots 

village or township working together to form a family tree of all the known residents of its 

community for a given time period. Some are genealogical and historical societies working 

with FamilySearch to 

index several sources of 

data to link them to 

common, lineage-linked 

genealogies of a targeted 

geographic area of 

interest. 

 

Searches can be done in 

the Community Trees by:  

• Basic search 

• Advanced search  

• Aristocratic Names 

• Oral Genealogies.   

 

If you have a database you have created from original source material that would be a good 

addition to the FamilySearch Community Trees, contact 

CommunityTrees@familysearch.org  

 

Current collections from diverse areas of the world include the British Isles Families with 

Peerage, Gentry and Colonial America, and also the Royal and Noble Houses of Europe. 

There are 30,000 individuals in the database in the project for Ireland: County Down: 

Newry Area Project. The Norway Reconstitution Project is a lineage-linked extraction of 

multiple bygdeboker(local area history volumes). It is currently available for thirty-seven 

clerical districts, primarily in Oppland County, Norway with several other counties, too 

  



Registering on FamilySearch 

 

Anyone can have an account on FamilySearch. Registering is easy 

and it’s free! The site is available in ten different languages. Click on 

the option to Join For Free, fill out the registration form, 

“Rights and Use Information” and “Privacy Policy” de

are done! 

 

FamilySearch Family Tree 

 

With a FamilySearch account, a world of family history possibilities comes to life. Start 

making connections today by adding your ancestors to

 

You have the option to view your tree in 

multiple ways: 

 

• Traditional 

• Descendancy 

• Fan Chart 

• Portrait 
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With a FamilySearch account, a world of family history possibilities comes to life. Start 

 



Family Tree – Person View 

 

The person view in the Family Tree is a powerful tool for managing your ongoing research 

and communication with other descendants. From this view you can add

• Vital Information, including birth, christening, death, and burial details.

• Other Information, including alternate names, 12 life events,

custom events and facts as needed.

• Spouses and children. 

• Parents and siblings. 

• Sources, including document images, links to web pages where documents are 

stored, and links to FamilySearch historical records.

• Discussions items for collaborating with others.

• Notes. 

• Memories in the form of photos, documents, stories, and audio files.

 

 

When attaching FamilySearch Historical Records you can easily add the other ancestors 

who are documented in the record but 

 

The person view in the Family Tree is a powerful tool for managing your ongoing research 

unication with other descendants. From this view you can add: 

Vital Information, including birth, christening, death, and burial details.

Other Information, including alternate names, 12 life events, 7 life facts, and as many 

custom events and facts as needed. 

Sources, including document images, links to web pages where documents are 

stored, and links to FamilySearch historical records. 

collaborating with others. 

Memories in the form of photos, documents, stories, and audio files. 

When attaching FamilySearch Historical Records you can easily add the other ancestors 

who are documented in the record but are not yet added to the Family Tree.

The person view in the Family Tree is a powerful tool for managing your ongoing research 

Vital Information, including birth, christening, death, and burial details. 

7 life facts, and as many 

Sources, including document images, links to web pages where documents are 

 

When attaching FamilySearch Historical Records you can easily add the other ancestors 

mily Tree. 

 

 



FamilySearch Mobile Apps 

 

We live in a mobile world. You should be able to connect with your ancestors wherever you 

are. FamilySearch has released two new mobile apps that will make it easy to do just that. 

With FamilySearch Tree and FamilySearch Memories

your relatives on the go. Everything you add will sync with FamilySearch.org, so 

information will be accessible from any device and will be preserved for future 

generations. Both apps are free.

 

FamilySearch Tree App 

We live in a mobile world. You should be able to connect with your ancestors wherever you 

are. FamilySearch has released two new mobile apps that will make it easy to do just that. 

FamilySearch Memories you can add memories and sources of 

your relatives on the go. Everything you add will sync with FamilySearch.org, so 

information will be accessible from any device and will be preserved for future 

generations. Both apps are free. 

 

This mobile companion to FamilySearch 

Family Tree puts the power of heritage in 

your hands. Easily attach photos, stories, 

and documents to add details and bring 

your family story to life. 

 

Connect with your ancestors, archive 

their stories, and share your family legacy 

for generations to come. 

 

This app is currently available for iOS 7+ 

and Android 2.3+ 

FamilySearch Memories App

 

The FamilySearch Memories app helps 

you capture priceless family moments to 

preserve and share with family now and 

into the future. It works anywhere 

when you don’t have Internet access. 

 

Share family stories, jokes, and sayings 

with your kids and your kids’ kids. Add 

faces to the names by attaching photos. 

Make bedtime, car rides, or any family 

get-together immediately more 

meaningful. 

 

Available for iOS 7+ 
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FamilySearch Memories App 

The FamilySearch Memories app helps 

you capture priceless family moments to 

preserve and share with family now and 

into the future. It works anywhere – even 

when you don’t have Internet access.  

Share family stories, jokes, and sayings 

your kids’ kids. Add 

faces to the names by attaching photos. 

Make bedtime, car rides, or any family 

together immediately more 

 



Moments Stored FREE Forever

 

Capture and preserve important family

events like recitals, graduations, 

reunions, memorials, holidays, 

family vacations.  

 

FamilySearch Memories  

automatically stores these 

precious memories  

free forever, within  

the FamilySearch  

vaults. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Share on Social Media 

 

 

 

The simple social

moment you capture instantly sharable, instantly impactful.

 

 

orever! 

Capture and preserve important family 

graduations,  

holidays, and  

The simple social tools available in the Family Tree make every 

moment you capture instantly sharable, instantly impactful.

tools available in the Family Tree make every 

moment you capture instantly sharable, instantly impactful. 



Linking to FamilySearch 

 

Researchers can utilize the 

FamilySearch.org website to link 

research findings. An example is 

found on the website of the St Michael Historical Society in Minnesota. On this society’s 

website is an extensive listing of biographical files of deceased individuals. When clicking 

on an individual’s name, the biographical details for that individual are found the 

familysearch.org website. This saves the historical society space on their website and 

through www.familysearch.org makes the information more accessible to the public.  

 

Individual Records on the Society 

website link to FamilySearch Family 

Tree where the society keeps the 

records current. 

 

 

 

Documenting a Nation’s History 

 

A nation’s history is documented through the lives of its citizens. FamilySearch has 

numerous record collections both online and on microfilm that help us document the lives 

of our ancestors. It’s their lives that create the fabric of that history. Many entities and 

resources can be brought together to document that history.  

 

The FamilySearch Catalog now expands the view into archives and libraries worldwide. 

The FamilySearch Wiki collects the knowledge of experts from numerous disciplines. The 

FamilySearch Family Tree documents the lives of individuals and families. Now the 

FamilySearch Mobile Apps make it possible to have easy access to information anywhere a 

person lives. With today’s available resources we can each document our family histories 

and thereby document our nations’ histories.  

 


