
by Jesse Stewart 
 Thinking back to 2001 when I took the Beginning Genealogy Class from Bev Brice 
and Eileen Martin, I remember the session on land records.  I hope I looked attentive while 
I was privately thinking that I wasn’t going to bother with deeds and patents.  Since then, 
I’ve learned a very important thing — listen to Bev and Eileen, they know what they’re talk-
ing about! 
 Maybe it’s easiest to convince you of the potential value of land records in your 
research by giving you an example of a success story.  In 1953, Nannie L. Fordyce pub-
lished Life and Times of Reverend John Corbly and Genealogy.  This work included the life 
of John Corbly (1733-1803), a Baptist minister in Virginia and Pennsylvania and traced his 
descendants down through the years.  In this book and subsequent updates (4 over the 
years), the family of Justus Garard, who married Rachel Corbly, daughter of Rev. John, was 
shown to include 11 children—John, Jonah, Elizabeth (married John Fordyce), Sarah 
(married Samuel Morris), Justus, Corbly, Jonathan,  Mehitable (married unknown Nichols), 
Abner, William and Rachel (other references suggest she married John Long).  I had re-
searched these children and was able to find much information on most of them, but I 
couldn’t dig up more on Mehitable and William.  It was stated that Mehitable’s husband 
might be Valentine or Volen Nichols—no such person in any of the records except in the 
wrong generation. And, no records of a William Garard who could be this man were ever 
uncovered.  There was no documentation in the original genealogy, so it was unclear where 
this list of children came from, but all of the subsequent researchers I had come across 
accepted this family as “gospel”. 
 Well, sitting in the courthouse, right under the noses of everyone studying these 
families were documents that clarified the family of Justus and Rachel (Corbly) Garard.  
But, I’m getting ahead of myself slightly.  I was lucky to get copies of the original documents 
in Justus Garard’s estate file—he had died intestate (without a will) in January 1828.      
Although the sale list and inventory of his estate were available, nothing in this file or other 
probate records indicated what happened to Justus’ farm of 350 acres.  So, reluctantly, I 
headed off to the Recorder’s office to check land deeds. 
 There I found several listings for deeds (in the grantor index) sold by “Justus     
Garard estate” - these deeds were also indexed by the actual individuals who bought and 
sold the land.  A series of nine deeds dated from 1829-1833 proved that there were 11 
children who lived to adulthood when two of the sons purchased the interests of the other 
children.  
In brief:  
1829, 12 Oct.  Jonah & Mary Guarard of Monroe Co., OH to Justus Garard, Corbly Carard, 

Jonathan Garard & Abner Garard; 1/11 interest in land previously of Justus Garard 
1829, 28 Oct.  John & Nancy (late Nancy Garard, daughter of Justus) Reese of Fayette, IN 

to Abner Garard; interest in land previously of Justus Garard 
1839, 20 Sept.  George & Mahatible Nichols to Corbly Garard; 1/11 interest in land previ-

ously of Justus Garard 
(Continued on page 3) 
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by Bev Brice 
 This last fall JCGS was able to buy 23 new books thanks to your generosity in donat-
ing to the Book Fund as well as the income we have from our Seattle Foundation Endow-
ment Fund.  The books were selected to fill in gaps in our collection.  Have you seen a book 
in an area you are researching that you would like to have?  Consider splitting the cost with 
JCGS on the 50/50 Book Purchase Plan.  You use the book first and then it is available for 
others in our library.  Contact Bev Brice or Lu Person for more information. 
Foreign Research 
Polish Roots will help those needing to search records in this area that has changed govern-
ments too often to count. 
Irish Immigrants to North America  (CD) is composed of ten volumes of Irish passenger lists 
naming approximately 60,000 immigrants, the earliest list dating from 1735, the latest 
1871. 
Swedish Exodus  A must for anyone who has ancestors coming from Sweden. It describes 
their experiences in making the move. 
Instruction 
Professional Genealogy  
States  
New York in the Colonial Wars, The Revolution and the War of 1812  (CD) 
Virginia Military Records-Colonial Wars, Revolutionary War, War of 1812  (CD) 
Roster of Ohio Soldiers in the War of 1812 

Revolutionary Soldiers in Kentucky    
Iowa Vital Records Marriages 1835-1900 (CD) 
Early Tennessee Settlers (CD) 
Ohio Vital Records 1800-1850 (CD)  
Michigan Genealogy Sources and Resources 
New York State Censuses and Substitutes 
Genealogical Records in Texas  
We have good resources for the earliest settlers in New England, but not in the Middle Col-
ony areas.  Cavaliers and Pioneers for early Virginia is the only major resource we had and it 
is available on the Virginia Colonial Records CD.  For that reason we have added the follow-
ing to the  Library: 
The Ark and The Dove Adventurers (first settlers in Maryland) 
Adventures of Purse and Person 1602-1624/25 v A-F and G-P (first settlers in Virginia) 
Jamestown Ancestors (Virginia)   
Plymouth Colony Probate Guide (lists where records can be found for early Plymouth Colony 
settlers) 
Everyday Life in Early America (completing our holdings of this excellent social history collec-
tion) 
New Englanders in the 1600s (a listing of published research on this group of settlers) 
New England Court Records (a guide to finding court records in the New England states) 
Royal Records 
And for those of you interested in the possibility of royal ancestry 
Ancestral Roots of Certain American Colonists who came before 1700  
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1830, 29 May  John & Rachel Long to Corbly Garard; 3 undivided shares & 1/4 of one undivided share of real estate of 
Justus Garard 

1831, 13 Jun  John & Elizabeth Fordyce to Corbly Garard; 1/11 interest in land previously of Justus Garard 
1831, 22 April  Jonathan & Ann Garard to Corbly Garard; 1/11 interest in land previously of Justus Garard & 1/4 of 1/11 

interest 
1831. 23 April  Justus & Emaline Garard to Corbly Garard; 1/11 interest and 1/4 of 1/11 interest in land previously of 

Justus Garard 
1831, 4 Jun  Samuel & Sarah Morris to Corbly Garard; 1/11 interest of land previously of Justus Garard  
1833, 25 April  John & Mary Garard of Warren Co., OH to Corbly Garard; 1/ll interest in land previously of Justus Garard 
 Wow—did I learn a lot from these 9 pieces of paper!  There obviously were 11 children as they each had a 1/11th 
share before the land transfers began.  I now knew that Mehitable’s husband’s first name was George (not Valentine) and I 
could finally trace her family.  I didn’t find a William included in this family, so if he was a child, he probably died young.  But, 
wait a minute—who is Nancy?  I had never seen her name connected to Justus Garard; now all of a sudden she is calling her-
self “late Nancy Garard, daughter of Justus’, no other researcher had uncovered her!  I also learned where Jonah and John 
were living and confirmed the names of the husbands of Justus’ daughters. 
 I could go on with examples of the valuable information I’ve uncovered in land deeds.  But, suffice it to say, I’m now 
a believer!  Of course, not all deeds are as interesting as these were—most of the more recent documents are pretty boring 
legal records of land transfers.  However, they’re worth a check as I’ve found lots of other juicy things once I got past the 
boilerplate.  I’ve seen deeds spell out the history of the land including the familial relationships of the owners; I’ve found out 
where my ancestors came from before buying the land and where they moved to before selling the land;  I’ve learned 
maiden names of wives when their fathers’ land holdings were sold; I’ve discovered whether my ancestors could write their 
names (as opposed to making a mark); and more!  Sometimes other types of records are also included in deed books—
things like Letters of Attorney, Commissions and Oaths of office, mortgages and surveys might be found. 
  There’s much more you should know about the types of deeds, the legal rights of women, etc. than I can go 
into in this short article.  But, if I’ve convinced you to explore potentially valuable land records, you might want to check out 
some of the resources available in the JCGS library (see page 8), and be sure to come to the Resource Corner on March 
24th.  In the meantime, you might find the following websites useful: 

About Genealogy:  Digging for Deeds  http://genealogy.about.com/cs/land/a/land_deeds.htm 
Taking the Mystery Out of Land Records  http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~haas/landindex.html 
Cyndi’s List—Land     http://www.cyndislist.com/land.htm 

Legal Land Descriptions in the US  http://www.outfitters.com/genealogy/land.html 

(Continued from page 1) 
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F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  S O A P B O X  

by Jesse Stewart  
 From my perspective, 2006 was a very successful year for your Society. Due to space limitations, I can’t go into all 
the things we accomplished, but suffice it to say that JCGS exited 2006 in a strong financial position while being able to 
spend money to improve visibility at our monthly meetings, to provide subscription websites to our members, and to 
strengthen our library collection. And, we tried some new things during the year to help meet your needs—the “Writing Your 
Family History” discussion group being one of the success stories. 
 2007 looks to be as good as 2006—our plans include adding to the reference resources available to our members 
through subscription websites (check out NewspaperArchives we just added) and book purchases.  Hopefully we can pro-
vide on-going educational opportunities by piggy-backing on Lesa Barnes’ idea to take on-line genealogy courses as a group 
and by hosting special events such as our German Resource Day (see page 4). 

(Continued on page 4) 



WELCOME! 

New JCGS 
Members 

Paul & Jacqueline 
Hanway 

Susan Koehler 

Sarah Muirhead 

Gerald (Jerry) Hunt Jr. 

Cathy Beatty-O’Shea 

Karen Sedlak 

Carolyn Ruby 

Kate Pike 

Allen Standish 

Pat Ryan 

   
 JCGS has a full schedule of events for the coming quarter.  You can refer to the cal-
endar in this issue for dates and times (don’t forget to mark your own calendars).  Some of 
the special things coming up include our monthly meetings, discussion groups and resource 
corners. 
Annual Seminar, March:  We have a very special seminar scheduled for St. Patrick’s Day this 

year —see the separate article on page 7. 
April Meeting:  The Genealogist’s Nightmare—The Missing 1890 Census.  What alternatives 

are available to researchers to fill in the gaps left by the destruction of the 1890 Federal 
Census?  Join our panel to get some ideas to overcome this obstacle. 

May Meeting:  Irish Research . A follow –up to our Annual Seminar, this session focuses on 
new records found and new strategies developed by our members.  Even if you weren’t 
able to attend the Seminar, you should get some great ideas from this meeting. 

Writing Your Family History Discussion Group :  Share your knowledge and gain insights into 
writing your family story (whether for publication or for family members). 

Regional Research Discussion Group:  Following the topic of the Seminar on March 17th, we 
will discuss research in the British Isles this quarter.  Bring your experiences of looking 
for records there and your research problems.  Between us all we might be able to help 
each other out. 

March Resource Corner:  Measuring Land—two distinct survey methods were used in the 
United States.  The states settled in colonial times use “metes and bounds” and those 
whose land was distributed by the Federal Government use “sections”.  You need to un-
derstand how to read the references in the deeds that you find in your research.  Jesse 
and Bev will give a basic review of how this works. 

April Resource Corner:  Family Tree Maker is a popular genealogy software program. Pam 
Wilson has agreed to share what she has learned about using the program and it’s many 
features. 

May Resource Corner:  Printing Photos on Fabric:  Many of you have seen the wonderful quilt 
that Barb Larsen has done using her family photos.  She has agreed to show how you 
can do this too!  You don’t have to make a quilt with this technique; small projects such 
as pillows or greeting cards are fun to share with your family as well. 

April Research Trip :  Our trip this month will be to the Tacoma Public Library which houses a 
great collection of genealogical research materials. 

June Research Trip :  We will head back to the Seattle Public Library this month. 
 

Special Event!  German Research Day  
Gary Zimmerman from Fiske Library has agreed to meet with us on June 2nd. He will present 
4 hours of lecture on the general subject of finding those German ancestors. Plan on 10:00 
AM to 2:30 PM at the Tri -Area Community Center.  A donation of $10 will be requested to 
cover costs.  Watch for more details as the date approaches 
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 In 2006 JCGS’ operating income was $6388.92 while our operating expenses were 
$3911.44; we also spent $5,470 on “special projects”.  As of January 1, 2007, JCGS had 
$15,764.16 “in the bank” and $115,077.61 in our Seattle Foundation endowment. 
 Special thanks to the generous donor of $2,000 to this fund! 

(Continued from page 3) 
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CA L E N D A R  OF  EV E N T S  
M A R C H  *  A P R I L  *  MA Y  

DATE MEETINGS AT  RESEARCH CENTER UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 
(SEE PAGE 4 FOR DETAILS ABOUT MEETINGS) 

March 1  Library Committee Meeting (10:00 AM) 

March 10 Writing Your Family History Discussion Group (10:00 AM) 

March 16 Regional Discussion Group:  British Isles (10:00 AM) 

March 17 Annual Seminar — All Day  Tri-Area Community Center 

March 24 Resource Corner:  Measuring Land (10:00 AM) 

March 29 Library Volunteer Meeting  (10:00 AM) 

April 13 Executive Committee (9:30 AM)  All welcome! 

April 14 Writing Your Family History Discussion Group (10:00 AM) 

April 20 Regional Discussion Group:  British Isles (10:00 AM) 

April 21 Monthly Meeting:  Alternatives to the Missing 1890 Census  (9:30 AM)  
Tri Area Community Center 

April 26 Library Volunteer Meeting (10:00 AM) 

April 28 Resource Corner:  Using Family Tree Maker (10:00 AM) 

May 12 Writing Your Family History Discussion Group (10:00 AM) 

May 18 Regional Discussion Group:  British Isles (10:00 AM) 

May 19 Monthly Meeting:  Irish Research (9:30 AM) Tri -Area Community Center 

May 26 Resource Corner:  Printing Photos on Fabric (10:00 AM) 

March 31 Library Volunteer Meeting (10:00 AM) 

June 2   Special Event !  German Research Day   

April 3  Research Trip—Tacoma Public Library 

June 4  Research Trip—Seattle Public Library 
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Family Homes 
by Lexy Schroeder 

 My Aunt Elva had told me stories over the years of her visits to Blue Island, 
Illinois,  the ancestral family home.  She had stayed with relatives there and often 
spoke of their small store with living quarters above it.  I had an old newspaper 
article about one of the family homes in the area with wonderful details, including 
family history and even addresses.  After reading an article about finding resi-
dences online, I looked for many of the old houses of the various extended family 
members in the Chicago area.  A simple search for Cook County (Chicago) Asses-
sor’s Office led to their “virtual” website.  Using the article and the later census 
records, I determined current-day addresses.  As some of the numbering had 
changed this took some sleuthing. In one case a lengthy search of  neighbors had 
to be used to figure out the new number for (a then deceased) great-granddad’s 
house. (A word of caution: try to double check an address in other sources.  A later 
census record listed an incorrect house number in one instance.)  Using the con-
verted numbering system, up popped a picture of the afore-mentioned home de-
scribed in the article.  In the background hovered the corner store so fondly re-
membered by my aunt.   
 A further search of censuses yielded the store address (or a very close 
approximation thereof) and a front view appeared on clicking the link.  It included 
the stairs up the side of the building that my aunt had remembered.  My great-
grandmother babysat her grandchildren in the upstairs apartment.  I then went to 
Google maps and satellite views to zoom in on the view of the neighborhood. There 
very clearly was the house with the store a block away.  What fun to have the pic-
tures illuminate the stories from my aunt’s recollections!  I have used the same 
techniques in Nebraska (Lancaster County) and found a recent picture of my 
grandparents’ house, where we spent many childhood Christmases.  City directo-
ries, obituaries and World War registrations (on Ancestry), to mention a few, could 
be used to find addresses.  It has been months since my first searches and I will 
have to resume my efforts in other counties and states to see “what’s new”.  Hope-
fully digging deeper will yield many more views into the past. 

Family Home 

Family Store                      
with living quarters above 



Genealogica l  Society   
Newsle t te r  Page  7  

JCGS A NNUAL  S E M I N A R  –  2007  
RESEARCHING THE BRITISH ISLES with Steven Waltz Morris 

 Steven Waltz Morrison is the past president of the Olympia Genealogical Society, where he chaired three spring 
seminars, and was the program chair for the 2006 WSGS Conference.  Since 1992 family history has been Steven’s second 
profession.  In 1998 he privately published “Glad Our Paths Crossed” the remembrances of his Grandmother Waltz that was 
part of a millennium time capsule on the WA State Capitol Campus.  Steven is a frequent speaker at his local society and 
was an adjunct faculty  member at  Evergreen State College for seven years.  In 2005 he attended the IHR program at Sam-
ford University in Alabama on Irish Research.  Steven’s areas of interest have been Ireland, Quakers, The Oregon Trail and 
Western Outlaw research. At this year’s Jefferson County Genealogical Society Seminar he will be speaking on the following 
three subjects: 

Peopling the British Isles—Genetic Origins of Ireland, Wales, Scotland, and England 
The questions about the peoples of the British Isles are almost endless. Who were the indigenous people of the British Isles?  
When and where did they come from?   Learn what new discoveries genetic (DNA) tracking has uncovered about the ances-
tors of these people, according to University of Oxford professor and author Stephen Oppenheimer. 

Detours Around—Irish Roadblocks and Stone Walls 
Tired of making little progress finding your elusive ancestors in Ireland?  Are you down to asking for either divine intervention 
or seeking the help of a leprechaun? Attempting to solve an Irish genealogical problem like you would in the states and fail-
ing to understand the limited sources of records are often two of the biggest obstacles in Ireland.  So, if you are ready to 
learn how to get around ten of Ireland’s top roadblocks and stonewalls, let this session be your springboard to finding the 
Irish branches on your family tree. 

Cracking the Code—Irish Quaker Records 
In Ireland many civil and church records have been destroyed except for those of the Religious Society of Friends, also 
known as the “Quakers”.  Most Irish Quakers have English roots and were early pioneers to the colonies.  Many of these 
families then changed their religion after a generation or two in America.  Quakers documented the births, marriages, and 
burials of all their members from the seventeenth century to the present without a break.  This session will help you crack 
the code of Quaker record keeping.  With this you can access the Quaker Archives—the best-preserved church records in 
Ireland. 

Outlaw Genealogy—Finding the Outlaw in YOUR Family 
Are you fed up with working family lines, which are “tight as a tick”?  Stop treating them like family and start tracking them 
like outlaws.  Every family has them, or those who just seem to cover up their tracks for the heck of it.  Saddle up and learn 
how to use standard genealogical techniques to pick up the trail.  If it’s possible to document a Wild West story like that of 
outlaw Tom McCarty (associate of Butch Cassidy), then tracking down the truth about your family’s outlaw should be a snap. 

Material from the Heritage Quest Bookstore will be on sale at the Seminar 
Place:  Tri-Area Community Center, Chimacum, WA 

Time:  8:30—9:00 AM Registration.  Program finishes at 3:30 followed by a raffle.  
Cost:  $25 for registration before March 9th, $30 after March 9th 

 

 ALSO...PLEASE BRING YOUR DONATIONS FOR THE GENEALOGY RUMMAGE SALE 
As in past years, we will have items for “sale” to help raise money for JCGS.  Most of the goodies are overages from our    
library collection.  If you’d like to help, bring genealogy-related things you no longer need and add them to the stash and/or 
see if there’s something you might want for yourself—either way you’ll be helping your Society. 

   JCGS members who are willing to donate at least one day a month to assisting others in the  Research Center. 
Being a Library Volunteer will mean you have a chance to learn more about research which helps you in your own work.  
There is often time to use the library for your own research while you are there.  Training is provided. Please contact Bev 
Brice if you are interested. We also need people to extract records and help with the functioning of the library, but we have 
a particular need for new Library Volunteers at this time 

HELP NEEDED 
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Land Terminology 
 

Dower interest/right — 
wife’s interest in the property as 
provided by law; she would have 
to release her right when the land 

was sold. 
 

Quit claim deed — the most 
common type of deed; relinquishes 
all rights held by the seller, but 

does not guarantee that the seller 
is the sole owner 

 
Warranty deed —guarantees 
that the seller holds official title 
and can legally sell the property; 
seller protects the rights of the 

buyer 
 

Quit rent — early type of 
property tax (abolished during 

the Revolutionary War) 
 

Fee Simple — similar to a 
quit claim deed, this type of 
transfer is most often used in 

inheritances; buyer can do with 
property as he wishes. 

 
Escheat —transfer of property 
to the government due to default, 
abandonment or death without 
heirs; most common in original 

thirteen colonies 
 

Website :  Bureau of Land 
Management has image access to 
more than two million Federal 
land title records for Eastern 
Public Land States, issued  
between 1820 and 1908: 

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/  

 Land records may be the only way that you can prove your family relationships.  
Remember to think beyond the deed itself. Tax records and maps are essential in this 
quest we are on.  In our own library we have a number of references that can help you find 
your ancestors from across the United States.  The first one is an excellent “How To” book 
for doing land research.  Land and Property Research in the United States.  It is worth the 
time to refresh your memory on how the Government divided the land into sections or 
“metes and bounds”. 
 Once you have that under your belt, it is worth noting that sometimes you find 
listing of property for people in books that do not have “Deed” in the title.  Such is the 
case with the Great Migration Begins and Great Migration series on early New England 
settlers.  Land holdings are included in the summary completed for each settler listed in 
the books. Several of the following listings provide a way to see if your ancestors were in a 
colony or territory at a particular time by seeing if they obtained land from the government 
entity appropriate to the time and place.  If they were in North Carolina Colony of North 
Carolina Abstracts of Land Patents v 1 1735-1764 or North Carolina Abstracts of State 
Grants 1779-1780 can serve as an index for the state.  Abstracts are particularly helpful 
as they often index all names referenced in the deeds, not just the buyers and sellers.  If 
you know they were in “Pennsylvania” between 1882 and 1940 and that they may have 
acquired land, First Pennsylvania Landholders (Warrant Registers) CD can serve as an 
index, although this particular one is organized by county so you would have to look in 
each county.  This CD provides an image of the original records.  Washington Territory  
Donation Land Claims  is another example for early settlers closer to home. 
 Additional holdings include: 

Land Records in Sussex County, Delaware 1681-1725, 1753-1763, 
1782-1789 
Knox County, Indiana Land Records and Court Indexes 1782-1815 
Old Kentucky Entries and Deeds, and Early Kentucky Landholders 1787-
1811 
Records of the Proprietors of the Common Lands in the town of              
Barnstable, Massachusetts 1703-1795 
Patents and Deeds and Other Early Records of New Jersey 1664-1703 
on Colonial New Jersey  (CD) 
Early Ohio Settlers 1800-1804 (East and East Central Ohio) 
Early Landholders of Pennsylvania (tracts transferred from Virginia 
1779-1780) 
Abstracts of Chester County Pennsylvania Land Records, v2 1729-1745 
and v3 1745-1753 
Abstracts of Land Grant Surveys 1751-1791 Augusta and Rockingham 
Counties Virginia  
Land Causes Accamack County Virginia 1727-1826 
Berkeley County (West) Virginia Deeds abstracts 1772-1781 
Colonial Records of Virginia (CD) 
 

 Remember to check out our two subscription websites: Ancestry and New               
England Historic Genealogical Society as well.  The NEHGS site includes databases on 
New York. 



Officers 
 

President   Jesse Stewart   Jessebirder@cablespeed.com 437-8103 
Vice President   Eileen Martin   eileenm@olypen.com  385-0673 
Treasurer   Vicki Davis   davisviki@gmail.com  344-4304  
Recording Secretary  Eunice Franklin   rfranklin@cablespeed.com  379-8392 
Corresponding Secretary  Mimi Starks   mkstarks@olypen.com  385-2223 
 

Contact Persons 
 

Exec. Committee   Jesse Stewart   jessebirder@cablespeed.com 437-8103    
Members’ Books   Pam Wilson   kc7pme@tscnet.com  697-3822 
Library Vol. Coordinator  Bev Brice   bb@olympus.net   385-6599 
Librarian    Bev Brice   bb@olympus.net   385-6599  
Newsletter Editor   Karen Driscoll   plumwild@olypen.com  732-4426 
Researcher   Joan Buhler   jaybee@macaid.com  385-0849 
Cemeteries   Eileen Martin   eileenm@olypen.com  385-0673 
Research and Obituaries  Lora Eccles   lora@cablespeed.com  344-4860 
Programs   Eileen Martin   eileenm@olypen.com  385-0673                   
Trip Coordinator   Jesse Stewart   jessebirder@cablespeed.com 437-8103 
Membership   Tom Berg   grebmot@olypen.com  379-2577  
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by Marge Samuelson 
 
 In 1850 the Donation Land Claim Act, sometimes known as the Donation Land Act was enacted by Con-
gress to promote homestead settlement in the Oregon Territory in the Pacific Northwest (comprising the present-
day states of Oregon, Washington and Idaho).  The law which was a forerunner of the Homestead Act, brought 
thousands of settlers to the new territory. 
   In August of 1850, Henry C. Wilson arrived in Port Townsend and staked a claim, which he later filed on.  
In Wilson’s opinion, Port Townsend was the best harbor on Puget Sound.  In the spring of 1851 Alfred A. Plummer 
and Charles Bachelder who knew Wilson from Steilacoom where they first thought to settle, arrived, and each filed 
on a donation claim.  They constructed a good sized log cabin well up on the beach above the highest tide.  In   
November Loren Hastings and Frances Pettygrove arrived, decided the area had possibilities and made arrange-
ments to return in the spring with their families.  The Mary Taylor sailed into Port Townsend Bay and anchored near 
shore on February 19, 1852.  On April 19, 1852 Henry C. Wilson officially filed on his donation claim, 320 acres.  
Shortly afterward, on April 24, 1852, Hastings and Pettygrove filed on their claims. 
 Almost immediately after filing, the four men formed a plan to lay out a town site and develop a town.  
Each agreed to give one-fourth of their claim to the town site.  Plummer and Bachelder, being single men had 640 
acres each.  They also agreed that if any one of them should neglect his duties, by reason of intemperance, as to 
become objectionable to the others, they might acquire his interests at a price agreed upon.  Eventually this was 
enforced against Charles Bachelder, who never perfected the title to his claim.  Later that year the Oregon Legisla-
ture created several new counties.  On December 22, 1852 the bill creating Jefferson County was passed and Port 
Townsend was made the county seat. 
 
Source:  Picturesque Port Townsend, The History of a Pioneer town by May B. Smith and Edith E. Hewitt, unpub-
lished manuscript from 1929.  This book is available as a reference book at the Jefferson County Historical Society 
Research Center. 

PO R T TO W N S E N D  E ARLY  L A N D  C L A I M S  



 
Meetings: 

 
3rd Saturday  

9:30 AM  
 

Tri-Area  
Community 

Center 
 

Chimacum,  
Washington 

 
Visitors  

Welcome 
 
 

Research Center  
Location & Hours 

13692 Airport Cutoff Road 
Hours:  11 to 4                

Tuesday—Saturday 
$4.00 admission for  

non-members 
$2.00 children 

 
PO Box 627 

Port Townsend 
Washington 

98368-0627 
360-385-9495 

Jefferson County 
 

We’re on the Web!  
http://www.rootsweb.com/~

wajcgs/ 
 

March 17, 2007 JCGS SEMINAR 

“RESEARCHING THE BRITISH ISLES” 
Origins of the British Isles, Irish Roadblocks,  

Irish Quaker Records and Outlaw Genealogy 
Featured Speaker—Steven Morrison 

Please mail  reservation to                                       
Vicki Davis, JCGS Treasurer 

P.O. Box 627 Port Townsend, WA 98368-0627 
 

NAME__________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY_ _______________________________State  ___________________ZIP_________ 
 
PHONE _______________EMAIL__________________ 

 
COST: $25 if received by March 9th, $30 after March 9th 

%
 

Land records are the focus of the spring issue of the  
Jefferson County Genealogical Society Newsletter 

 


